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Supportmg healthcare as the UK leaves the EU

Prioritising health in our future
relationship with the EU

The Brexit Health Alliance believes that health must be a priority in the future
relationship negotiations between the UK and the EU.

Key points

® It will be important to define the key elements of our future relationship with the
EU as early as possible, not only to end the current uncertainty, but also to make
sure the UK remains an attractive place to work and live and that we are able to
take advantage of global opportunities.

® For health, the key elements include protecting citizens’ rights to reciprocal
healthcare; supporting collaboration in medical research and membership of
associated framework programmes; allowing alignment of standards and trade
arrangements for medicines and medical devices; and protecting access to
shared public health networks and alert systems.

® The short timescales currently envisaged to agree a future trade deal with the EU
present a challenge, and there is a risk that issues affecting the safety and health
of patients and citizens could be overlooked during negotiations.

® The Brexit Health Alliance is calling for:

1. health to be made one of the top priorities in the UK's negotiating
mandate and for the health community to have a seat at the table,
alongside business, in the development of trade policy and
negotiations

2. early agreements to protect patient safety, citizens’ rights to healthcare,
access to medicines and medical devices, and the furthering of medical
research.



The UK-EU future relationship
in health

As the withdrawal agreement has been ratified and the Brexit transition period has started,
the UK can now open talks with the EU and other countries. This is the opportunity to define
our future relationship with the EU, our largest trade and collaboration partner. We currently
have until the end of December 2020 to conclude not only a free-trade deal, but a deal on
security, science, education and international development.

Given that the health of citizens, both in the UK and EU, is so critical, and that the
negotiations provide an opportunity to provide clarity, certainty and security for patients, the
Brexit Health Alliance is advocating that the following be made a priority in the first stage:
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Priorities for the negotiations

There is recognition on both sides of the benefits of the UK remaining closely linked with
the EU. The key risks are the short timescale and the danger that safety and health of
patients and citizens could be overlooked during negotiations.

The Brexit Health Alliance is asking for agreements as early as possible in the transition
period to address the five areas highlighted above. These should cover medical research
and membership of associated framework programmes; protecting and ring-fencing
citizens' rights to reciprocal healthcare; the alignment of standards and trade and customs
arrangements for medicines and medical devices; and access to shared public health
networks and alert systems.

We recognise that many of these protections will need to be part of a wider trade deal.
Agreeing this in the time available will be a challenge, hence the need for early assurance
and agreements in these areas.

"Time is of the essence to ensure that once the UK and EU enter their
post-Brexit relationship, citizens can continue to enjoy safe, simple and
rapid access to high-quality healthcare and the latest treatments."”

Niall Dickson, Chief Executive, NHS Confederation
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Summary

In summary, we are calling for:

1. health to be made one of the top priorities in the UK's negotiating mandate and
for the health community to have a seat at the table, alongside business, in the
development of trade policy and negotiations

2. early agreements to protect patient safety, citizens’ rights to healthcare, access to
medicines and medical devices, and the furthering of medical research.

In practice, this means that the UK's post-Brexit trade agreements should embed the UK
government’s commitments to ‘do no harm’ to the public’s health and a 'health in all
policies’ approach is taken to make sure health implications are factored into all decisions in
the negotiations.
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Brexit Health Alliance

The Brexit Health Alliance was established to make sure that the interests of those who use
health services, as well as healthcare commissioners and providers, educators, researchers
and the healthcare industry are reflected in the Brexit negotiations. The alliance includes
members from across the Devolved administrations and as such its work applies across the
whole of the UK, including where health is a devolved matter.

For further information about the work of the Brexit Health Alliance, please visit:
www.nhsconfed.org/BrexitHealthAlliance

Brexit Health Alliance members

Co-chairs: Niall Dickson CBE, Sir Hugh Taylor
Secretary: Kate Ling

Members: Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, Association of Medical Research Charities,
Association of British HealthTech Industries, Association of the British Pharmaceutical
Industry, Association of UK University Hospitals, BioIndustry Association, Faculty of
Public Health, Medical Schools Council, National Voices, NHS Confederation (including
the Independent Healthcare Providers Network, Mental Health Network, NHS Clinical
Commissioners and NHS Employers), NHS Providers, Northern Ireland Confederation

for Health and Social Care, Richmond Group of Charities, Scottish NHS Chief Executive
Group, Welsh NHS Confederation.
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